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LITERARY GUILD—AUGUST SELECTION 


Moberg, Vilhelm Unto Good Land 
Simon Schuster. July 27, 1954. 371p. $3.95. 


Translated Gustaf Lannestock from the Swedish, 
(Invandrarna), this long, slow-paced novel early 
settlers Minnesota is, obviously, sequel earlier 
novel, The Emigrants, (Utvandrarna). the 
tradition Knut Hamsun, with the significant differ- 
ence that Vilhelm Moberg Swedish descendant 
the one his grandparents’ seven children who did 
not emigrate America; first learned about the 
new country boy, from the letters the adventurous 
uncles and aunts sent back. Moreover, doubt few 
will find Mr. Moberg’s novel moving eloquent 
as, let say, Giants the Earth. 


This novel begins with the debarkment New York, 
circa 1850, group wanderers, all from the same 
parish Ljuder the Smaland district. Their leader 
Karl Oscar Nilsson, who purposefully seeking 
better home for his family than the old country could 
provide. New York hot and frighteningly strange 
but bounteous its wealth food. The emigrants 
(now immigrants) have only little time wait 
the grass park near the teeming Battery, until they 
are board the river boat Albany; then huddled 
crowded discomfort aboard early railroad 
thence boat Chicago and finally 
within three-days’ walk their small 
backwoods settlement the River St. 
son one their group had them. 


Karl Oscar stakes out claim fair rich meadowland 
the shores Lake Ki-Chi-Saga, builds log-house, 
shoots his first elk, helps with the birthing his fourth 
son; and barely manages survive, poverty, the first 
long winter. But year after stepped aboard the 
outward-bound boat Sweden, can look forward 
large harvest rye, barley, potatoes, hay and 
timber; and life will good for him and his wife, 
Kristina; their children will thank them for the courage 
come far. 


There are other characters hastily sketched; some with 
much more attention than the majority receive. One 
these the blunt-spoken Ulrika, the Glad One, who 
been converted from sin Danjel Andreasson 
and responded caring for his orphaned children. 
first despised and distrusted the others because 
her scandalous past, Ulrika finds new life and 
acceptance once the group realize the entire newness 


their lives the new land. She has her future 
plotted for her; she will the wife the Baptist 
minister nearby And young romantic- 
minded Robert, Karl Oscar’s younger brother, roams 
off toward the gold-lure California. 


But this mostly the story Karl Oscar and Kristina. 
The narrative narrows down quickly these two; and 
strangely disappointing that neither really quickens 
into life. They have the strange two-dimensional shape 
people allegory. And that, perhaps, what 
this novel is: allegory search for freedom and 
opportunity. 


There little violent action this placidly written 
novel. has its rewarding charms: simplicity and 
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homely, fireside warmth that can best described 
goodness. Unto Good Land several degrees below 
greatness, without being merely mediocre. Adult 
readers with time and patience will find agreeable; 


even edifying. 
Grady, S.J., 
University Scranton 
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Izzard, Ralph Innocent Everest 
Dutton. July 21, 1954. 319p. $3.75. 


This not “another Everest book” participant 
the victorious British Expedition 1953. the con- 
trary, the account what befell British news- 
paperman upon receiving, Cairo, telephone call 
from the Editor his paper London. was 
mid-February 1953, the British Expedition’s baggage 
party had not yet arrived Bombay, and the voice 
the other end the wire told him get Katmandu 
“in good time beat The Times.” 


horrifying thought crossed mind: say, you 
don’t expect gatecrash the expedition, you?’” 
said the voice, ‘and the best luck 
you.’ 

Thus Izzard the London Daily Mail was catapulted 
into India and thence Nepal which, fortunately, 
had visited previously. was well aware that the 
London Times had, return for its generous financial 
support the Expedition, been granted absolute 
copyright all its and that could expect 
assistance whatever from Colonel Hunt 
colleagues. Therefore, would have organize and 
equip his own expedition, from scratch. first glance 
his qualifications could not have been fewer. had 
never been real mountain. did not under- 
stand speak the native languages. Delhi went 
library and read all could find, which wasn’t 
much, Everest. There followed desperate and 
largely fruitless search this hot lowland city for 
heavy, cold weather climbing equipment. finally 
located American pup tent manufactured toy 
concern; there were climbing shoes, settled 
for couple pairs tennis shoes, intending use 
them for slippers—and ended walking 400 miles 
them over the roughest kind terrain; chocolate, 
medicine, trinkets for trading and many other items 
filled his bag, but forgot smoked glasses, and subse- 
quently paid for the omission with snow blindness. 
depended Calcutta and Katmandu for bulk pro- 
visions, but could not obtain typhus serum throughout 
the whole India. 

Despite inexperience, alcoholic assistants and other 
obstacles, Izzard gathered together some coolies Kat- 
mandu carry supplies for his one-man expedition 
and bravely set off the long and hazardous trek over 
18,000 foot passes and across wild torrents Namche 
Bazar, and, last, Thyangboche Monastery. Scroung- 
ing few left-over Sherpas guide him (one them 
fell ill route and proved dying from Tuber- 
culosis), actually proceeded the foot Mount 
Everest, painfully forging his way the Khumbu 
glacier the great Icefall where reconnaisance party 
from the Expedition were struck dumb with astonish- 
ment the sight him, tennis shoes and all. took 
everything had for Izzard make his way back 


Moberg Izzard Roberts 


Thyangboche with his precious photographs, and 
the trail Katmandu was temporarily overwhelmed 
with terrifying attack fever. 


Even though his effort ended before the British Expedi- 
tion’s actual attack Everest had begun, the author 
later learned that his timing could not have been 
better. His dispatches, sent runners Katmandu 
and thence wire London, had arrived when there 
was virtually other news available, and his electri- 
fying stories inspired various rival editors send 
porters out there. But the time they arrived the 
opportunity for independent pioneering had faded: the 
Expedition was well into the Western Cwm, and 
“from the Cwm onwards the story belonged Colonel 
Hunt.” 
This the most readable piece about Everest appear 
vious books have done, and loses nothing from hav- 
ing been written self-confessed “outsider,” who 
had never been mountain and was glad get off 
this one. There useful background sketch the 
Everest idea from its inception 1919 its realization 
1953; interesting excursion into the history and 
topography Nepal; chapter “That Abominable 
Snowman” whose tracks have actually been photo 
graphed responsible individuals; and tart criticism 
the manner which the British Ambassador 
Katmandu handled the dissemination news. Most 
striking all (if not unfair draw attention 
it) the contrast style between this sparkling human 
document and the staid impersonalness Colonel 
Hunt’s official story. 
The book warmly recommended all classes 
readers. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University, 

Washington 


Roberts, Cecil The Remarkable Young Man 
Macmillan. July 20, 1954. 272p. $3.50. 

This latest production the prolific Cecil Roberts was 
satirized with finality, decades ago, Max Beerbohm 
few lines “Savonarola Brown.” There, the 
hands inept playwright, thunderous second-act 
curtain accompanied stage direction which pro 
vides for the appearance, stage and only 
tarily, every great figure the Italian Renaissance, 


wider stage and for later period, post-Napo 
leonic Rome, this what Mr. Roberts has done. 


issued the Library, University 
Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1954, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
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Book and Classification Author and Review 


Bless This House (Ila) Lofts Apr. 
Never Victorious, Never 
Defeated (IV) Caldwell May 
Away All Boats Dodson Mar. 
The Song Ruth Slaughter Apr. 
Bhowani Junction Masters Apr. 
Sharp May 


Gann May 


The Gipsy the Parlour (Ila) 
The Spider King (IIb) 
The High and the Mighty (IIb) 


Overstreet 
Davis 
Kimbrough 
Fowler 


Theobald 


The Mind Alive (Ila) 

But Were Born Free 
Forty Plus and Fancy Free 
Minutes the Last Meeting (IIb) 
Final Secret Pearl Harbor (Ila) 


The remarkable young man Joseph Severn, English 
portraitist who was Keats’ deathbed watcher. Severn’s 
story opens with the story the last days the poet 
and then proceeds into jumble gossip, haute monde 
doings, genealogies, titles and place-descriptions. The 
last few pages bring love and marriage the young 
man. 


But there nothing “remarkable” about the young 
man, least these pages. inert non-entity. 
The real substance the book, which neither novel 
nor fictionalized biography, the anecdotal gossip, and 
here the style, infrequently reaching wit, keeps all 
capsule, preliminary nothing. 


Students literary history may find this curiosity, 
not useful thing. doubtful that the average 
adult reader, whom the book directed, will wade 
through the marsh names and titles. 


Doris Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Marchal, Lucien The Sage Canudos 
Dutton. July 26, 1954. 381p. $3.95. 


The Sage historical novel done 
French the Belgian journalist and novelist Lucien 
Marchal recently redone English the hands 

the kind stuff that sticks your fingers and 
keeps you glued your chair. You can’t let go. 
let you go. Exciting indeed, strong, vigorous, 
masculine. heavy meat which children and 
morons will not find digestible. Should labelled: 
For Adults Only. The style, the action and the 
speed this novel suggest the journalist rather than 
the novelist the author. writes. You think. 
Nothing lost translation and fact reads like 
“original.” 


The story tells the tale one Antonio Maciel known 
history Antonio Conseilhero “The Sage 
Canudos.” deals with northeastern Brazil fifty years 
back and longer. Antonio youth displayed certain 


leanings which kept him apart from 


family feuds and from the life the wild and lawless 
Plainsmen the hinterland. unfortunate marriage 


Marchal Smith 


followed arrest and imprisonment and was dur- 
ing these trials the spirit that Antonio believed him- 
self inspired spend his life his own way, redeeming 
the people the outlying regions. 


Antonio went Canudos some four hundred miles 
northeast Bahia lead and inspire, means his 
strange, hypnotic personality, the outlaws 
renegades the place. They acclaim him their pro- 
phet. tolerates their raids neighboring villages 
and towns and they follow his leadership except for 
their physical orgies. 


Their vicious way life ultimately becomes chal- 
lenge the national Brazilian government and mili- 
tary expedition sent against them only anni- 
hilated. second and larger force sent—twenty 
regiments with gaucho cavalry and modern artillery. 
Again and again the attacks are beaten off vicious 
hand hand fighting until finally the unholy 
town Canudos falls! 


But magnificent story growing excitement and 
suspense with every turning the page. heroic 
—and primitive the theme demands and except for 
pardonable bit melodrama Pajehu’s last stand 
the finale—one closes the book feeling thrilled 
but breathless and exhausted had been 
eye-witness one the world’s great cataclysms. 


Meighan, C.SS.R., 
New York New York 


* * 


Smith, Dorothy Evelyn Went for Walk 
Dutton. July 20, 1954. 256p. $3.00. 


you have not yet completed your vacation reading 
list you might well reserve place for Went 
for Walk, provided you are not adverse story 
set against the background wartime England. You’ll 
find some those hot and lazy hours enjoyably re- 
warded this very charming story, not particularly 
distinguished, but mite bit unusual its way, thor- 
oughly entertaining and skillfully written. True, 
about eight-year-old boy, but decidedly adult 
nature, and has none that saccharine coated senti- 
mentality too frequently with books about 
children. 


His home was Yorkshire (Huffam was the name 
the town), but with his father lost battle 
mother serving overseas with the A.T.S., Joseph Robert 
Redfern was living London with Mrs. Atkins. The 
night little Joseph went for walk alone, after his 
guardian had gone downstairs party, V-Bomb hit 
and demolished the apartment building. Unaware that 
Mrs. Atkins had been killed and confused the 
crowds, Joseph continues his meandering until, over- 
come tiredness, crawls into automobile and 
falls asleep. 


When awakes daylight and finds himself 
being driven along through the country. The car had 
been stolen Tom Henderson, who has deserted, and 
now seeking refuge with friendly band gypsies. 
Later, yielding Joseph’s pleas, Tom starts the young- 
ster the way home. However, because some mis- 
givings and unwarranted fear the police, the lad 
decides otherwise and makes his mind 


Coward 


Yorkshire, not knowing where nor how far 
from his destination. And the walk continues, leading 
him into number situations, some quite amusing, 
others more serious nature. Tom, unable the 
meanwhile forget the boy and regretting his own 
hasty action, sets out search for him, and himself 
becomes the participant several unusual events. 
Eventually the long peregrination and search culminate 
the heart-warming reunion Joseph 
mother. And with reformed Tom determined 
give himself up, the future promises hold store 
real happy ending. 


Went for Walk decidedly more substantial 
than this brief outline may seem indicate. Mrs. 
Smith not much telling story she relating 
incidents and characterizing individuals, all masterfully 
interwoven with her elf-like thread, Joseph. She 
fortunately gifted setting scenes; her descriptions are 
superb, those the moors especially so; the atmosphere 
real and believable. She has set herself the task 
entertaining and she has accomplished this purpose 
admirably. slightly sneering remark Tom the 
vicar about the “seal the confessional,” and mo- 
mentary encounter between Tom and bedraggled, 
repulsive hag might readily pass unnoticed, but might 
also offend some sensitive minds. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


* 


Graham Lost Island 
World Publishing Co. July 19, 1954. 254p. $3.50. 
Graham has selected carefully number 
choice ingredients and combined them into charming 
fantasy that sheer story, awaking echoes Shakes- 
peare’s magical island The Tempest and the virginal 
rain forests Hudson’s Green Mansions. 


Item: island the empty southeastern quadrant 
the Pacific Ocean, far from the currents which car- 
ried the raft Kon-Tiki—once charted Drake—if 
are credit brief item Hakkluyt’s Voyages—and 
never since rediscovered. 

Item: Three Drake’s Eckford, Thomas 
Killigrew, and the lad James were 
marooned that island when Drake’s ship “weyed 
anker having found fresh and very good water 
with herbes singular When Bassett was 
discovered boy but young woman dis- 
guise, the other two fought over her and Eckford sur- 
vived marry the woman, Maria Aspinall, who 
warned him: “Seek not know the manner 
coming this voyage, but take am; for 
shall long together.” But she died, within year, 
after giving birth daughter Eckford named Mar- 
garet Elizabeth. 

Item: magic fountain, hidden high the central 
crater the volcanic mountain the island, which 
Eckford learned only after seventeen years lonely 
existence and then from the lips dying sailor who 
had been adopted Polynesian chief. The waters 
this fountain, bathed in, and drunk, arrested 
the passage time and kept the bodies its users 
they were when first they partook its magic potions. 


Item: The wreck giant B-77 flying weather 
tory, from which only Francis Ryan survives cast 
the shores this long-forgotten island. His 
wife, Ruth, has been unfaithful him most recently 
with officer the Navy stationed 
Hawaii, Lieutenant Commander Tom 
who sent out join the search for the island when 
plane, searching for the B-77’s wreckage, reports 
seeing it. 


Skillfully interwoven, these threads make magical 
fabric: the realistic making credible the fantastic, 
viding dark contrasts bring the gossamer the light. 


Inevitably, course, the modern survivor meets and 
enchanted the ageless Margaret Elizabeth; their 
idyllic romance wakes the paternal jealousy Eck 
ford; and this drama played against the quickening 
pace approach expedition sent out the Navy 
investigate the island’s potentialities unlooked 
for base between the last the Polynesian islands and 
the coasts South America. 

Mr. son authoress Angela Thirkell, 
nephew author Denis Mackail, cousin Rudyard 
Kipling and Stanley Baldwin, great-grandson Ed- 
ward Burne-Jones. gather this his first novel. 
auspicious first and adult readers will doubtless 
delighted with it. 

Grady, 


University Scranton 


Coward, Noel Future Indefinite 
Doubleday. July 15, 1954. 352p. $4.50. 


Noel Coward’s earlier years have been covered his 
Present Indicative; the book being reviewed 
cerned with the years from 1939-1945, the so-called 
war years, and with the activities Noel Coward 
ing that period. Chattily written, the book interest- 
ing but Coward would the first admit that 
means profound. filled with references 
the theater, which Coward naturally the most 
important thing the world. Actors 
come and go; there nothing quite gripping 
“first night” least that true far Noel 
Coward concerned. 

However, 1939 the author became involved the 
efforts that the British government was making gain 
the good will neutral nations and Coward became 
part the war effort. His experiences Paris, where 
was stationed until April, 1940, make diverting 
reading. Apparently the British government believed 
that might, propaganda, induce the Germans 
give their support Hitler and the war. one 
seems know now who thought this brilliant bit 
strategy; Coward did not think highly it, 
ing his present account. 


His various visits America during the war make in- 
teresting reading. naturally sought out only those 
who were interested having the United States enter 
World War II; Englishman who wanted aid for 
his mother country, was acting perfectly proper 
manner. visited familiar terms with former 
president Franklin Roosevelt several occasions 
and went Mrs. Roosevelt’s partner least one 
social affair. After visiting here April and May, 
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1940, returned England June but returned 
here July and traveled all over the country 
good-will tour for England, trip which says cost 
him about $45,000 his own money. How could 
have spent much comparatively short time 
hard understand. met and disliked former 
President Herbert Hoover; the latter was critical 
some the policies England. Later 1941 
went Australia and New Zealand. May, 1941, 
was back England; later was make trips 
such places Malta, Egypt, Iraq, Iran and South 
Africa. 


all these trips played, sang, acted and other 
ways tried entertain the troops. perhaps the 
most sprightly volume war memoirs that has been 
published date. You may open any page and 
start reading; almost immediately you will off 
trip with Noel Coward and you will find him good 


traveling companion. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Karig, Walter, Capt. USN Don’t Tread 
Rinehart. June 28, 1954. 442p. $4.00. 


Commodore John Paul Jones stands out history 
the one successful naval officer produced during the 
American Revolution. Scotchman, reputedly the 
illegitimate offspring earl, captained his own 
ship twenty and went meteoric and stormy 
naval career which earned him place history 
one America’s great fighting sailors. Walter Karig, 
well known for his six volume Battle Report the 
naval operations World War and for several so-so 
novels, has fictionalized Jones’ career into well-paced, 
readable story, marred only his over insistence 
Jones’ amatory prowess which seems regard 
sort natural complement his fighting ability. 


The story told from the viewpoint Manesseh 
Fisher, orphaned-bound boy Martha’s Vineyard, who 
joins the then John Paul while the latter nominal 
command quasi-pirate vessel which has put ashore 
bury its dead captain. Manesseh feels 
destiny attach himself John Paul. Escaping 
from the pirates Jones and Manesseh reach the Albe- 
marle Coast North Carolina where John Paul adds 
the name Jones and discloses that fugitive from 
trumped-up murder charge. Jones joins avidly 
the dispute over England’s governance the colonies, 
advocates complete break with the mother country 
and advances the idea that war with Great Britain 
can won most easily the sea. feels that his 
destiny command and win naval battles wrapped 
the coming Revolution and writes and im- 
the important men the colonies, dines 
and parties with them advance his own interests. 
Meanwhile does not neglect amatory dalliance, even 
going far have Manesseh seduced his six- 
teenth birthday. this time Manesseh meets the 
Lady Margaret MacKenzie, daughter Loyalist of- 
ficial, and falls love with her. 


Comes the And the Continental Congress 
persuaded set Naval Committee which au- 


Karig Keyes 


thorized the establishment Navy. But and be- 
hold—John Paul Jones does not find himself com- 
mand! only lieutenant and not too senior 
that. This ascribed the machinations the New 
England group headed John Adams who placed 
Esek Hopkins command rather flea-bitten group 
so-called frigates. But Jones throws himself into the 
task and, spite Hopkins’ blundering, achieves the 
capture Nassau though Hopkins tosses away all the 
advantages the action. Jones continues lobby but 
“out-politicked” the congressional experts and 
becalmed ashore. 


Finally comes his big chance—the chance raiding 
along the English coast from French bases. There 
faced not only with the usual politics and old 
ship but with mutinous crew and later divided 
command. His expedition successful, including the 
capture the English frigate Drake, but again 
trapped the web politics and stranded France. 
Manesseh, however, has kidnapped the Lady Margaret 
and plans wed her until she turn rekidnapped 
her father. Finally Jones gets sea again the 
Bonhomme Richard and captures the Serapis. Lady 
Margaret also recovered and weds Manesseh the 
story ends with Jones established American naval 
hero. 


Captain Karig has written excellent novel depicting 
Jones swashbuckling and brilliant naval tactician, 
opportunist and man who feels that led 
destiny. The battle scenes with the co-operation 
Captain Bird are most realistic. One can only add 
what pity that the author felt necessary 
include much material verging the obscene and 
pornographic. Because this material the book 
suitable only for adults and the good recommendation 
which could have been given must correspondingly 
decreased. 


Keyes, Frances Parkinson The Royal Box 
Messner. June 1954. 367p. $3.50. 


This story not for teen-agers; but for adults 
holiday mood ideal. Since “novel sus- 
pense,” would unfair give away the plot. How- 
ever, the first part introduces plenty fair 
women and brave men; impoverished English gentle- 
woman “of noble French marquis; diplomats 
from the U.S.A.; the ambassador the Court St. 
James from country the Middle East 
famous for oil-fields; American actress, rival 
Bernhardt and Duse; magician; slinky Martinique 
cook, renowned for her hot biscuits; and and 
forth, including several candidates for the corpse. Ac- 
tually didn’t guess who was going murdered 
until page 88, which was very good, considering prac- 
tically everybody the book was obviously wishing 
remove least one person. Also have 
credible number things eat and drink, and sure 
fire method, which most people seem have oppor- 
tunity finding out, making cyanide into tiny 
pellets which not kill immediately. cannot help 
feeling, though, that the magician not strictly accord- 
ing the hest Christie and Sayers rules, since has 
curious habit twirling empty champagne glass 
round his head while flourishing large white handker- 


chief, only produce the glass full champagne 
from nowhere. 


Part two gathers opulent suite the Savoy, all 
the members the ill-fated theater party who had 
congregated earlier “the royal box.” they are 
questioned throughout the small hours Chief In- 
spector Kirtland Scotland Yard. Never was there 
Chief Inspector refined and tactful Kirtland, nor 
with such unusual and endearing habit almost 
melting into tears these men and women reveal their 
past lives and their real selves. For here have the 
flashbacks, taking twenty-five years into the 
past, revealing unexpected contacts, joys and sorrows. 
And there some excuse for Kirtland, for while many 
these stories are reminiscent women’s magazines 
their droopiest, they are nevertheless told gen- 
uinely touching way. Frances Parkinson Keyes the 
complete modern Romantic; people may err and may 
commit incredible follies, but they are never really 
evil. How, then, that dawn breaking page 
308, after night questioning and mental processes 
not unlike those Agatha Christie’s Miss Marple, 
Chief Inspector Kirtland finally unmasks murderer? 
That her secret, not very profound one, perhaps, 
but with ingenious and characteristic development. 


The Epilogue takes into Fairy Tale Land see 
what happens everyone. nice know that 
someone who will surely remain the best-seller list 
for weeks and weeks has such triumphant belief 
the happy ending. Now only Frances Parkinson 
Keyes’ intrinsic belief human goodness could 
allied the style which she wrote The Great Tradi- 
tion, what book should have! 


Angela Cave, 
Manhattanville College 
the Sacred Heart 

Purchase, New York 


Jackson, Shirley The Bird’s Nest 
Farrar, Straus Young. June 21, 1954. 276p. $3.50. 


The Bird’s Nest scrambled study split dis- 
integrated personality four-way conflict making 
twice difficult might have been for the ordinary 
reader follow the psychological peripatetics Miss 
Jackson’s heroine, Elizabeth title origi- 
nates the riddle “Elizabeth, Beth, Betsy, and Bess, 
they all went together find bird’s (p. 
66). Under the skillful Jackson pen all four person- 
alities emerge plausible but, the final analysis, 
somewhat inexplicable. 


Life becomes complicated for Elizabeth when she be- 
gins find anonymously penned notes her desk 
the local museum where she works semi-obscurity 
clerk. Evening finds her returning habitually 
home Aunt Morgen, brandy-tippling spinster given 
strong and vivid language express equally strong 
and vivid views practically any subject. Any real 
sense security Elizabeth has weakened in- 
crease the number mysterious notes and shattered 
removal one the four the museum 
office then course repair. Headaches and nervous 
tension combine time stress detach Elizabeth 
from the problems reality. Then Aunt Morgen gives 


Jackson Marshall 


Best 


her little blue pill and puts her bed. But Morgen’s 
suspicions are aroused when she discovers Elizabeth 
making nocturnal excursions about which the girl later 
disclaims any knowledge; and she decides medical aid 
required when her niece, always docile and painfully 
Polite, suddenly insults old family friends routine 
visit. 

Then Doctor Victor Wright, psychiatrist, takes over 
discover hypnosis that there are Elizabeth 
Richmond four conflicting personalities. distin- 
guishes these (Elizabeth the colorless, inhibited 
character sent him for treatment; R2, (Beth) more 
pleasing sort person, quite relaxed and happy; R3, 
R4, (Bess) haggling pinch-penny, odds with Mor- 
gen over her inheritance. far con- 
cerned things get quite out hand one after the 
other personality strains dominate. Eventually, 
harassed his patient and insulted her aunt, Dr. 
Wright throws his hands. But when Morgen 
threatens what most readers will think ought 
have been done the beginning—arrange have 
Elizabeth treated proper institution—before she 
joins her the belfry, returns the case. The 
solution far from satisfying and, while Dr. Wright 
and Morgen have found each other, remains mys- 
tery. “I’m happy,” she says, know who am” (p. 
276) but one else does. 


Miss Jackson has written what she has invented very 
neatly but most readers will conclude that this novel 
could not have been more aptly named. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Marshall, Rosamond The Loving Meddler 
Doubleday. June 17, 1954. 248p. $3.50. 


The surprise this new novel Rosamond Marshall 

the author’s departure from her former milieu, light 

historical novels featuring torrid love scenes. She 

congratulated her choice new area, 

some family life modern America. This story 

the mind its ten-year-old heroine, Dodie 
ates. 


first acquaintance, Dodie seems intolerable little 
monster, smugly officious with her 
phone, separate income tax return 
prying. She lives small New York town with her 
widowed mother and two older sisters. Grandfather 
Parr founder and president Parchester’s bank. 
looks upon his granddaughter, obviously “Chip off 
the block,” with pride and some misgiving 
watches her arrange dates, lend money, nylons and 
services for the evening high rates, and then provide 
employment for her debtors repay the loans. Mak- 
ing money grow serious business Dodie, whose 
enterprises include hot dog concessions, home catering, 
snow removal and swapping antiques. When the 
bank held up, Dodie usual the center the 
excitement. She almost taken hostage the robbers, 
whom she pursues and disarms the best Nancy Drew 
style. Regaining the stolen money brings her new 
the place finance the mechanics 
iving. 
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Three romances are assisted happy ending her 
interference. Her main concern the threat her 
own secure world when French countess arrives 
town and captures the interest the Bates’s favorite 
visitor, “Uncle John.” Dodie’s mother ignores Dodie’s 
hints but finally all plots are resolved Dodie’s (and 
the reader’s) satisfaction. 


Torn between desire shake the terrible Dodie and 
admiration for. her tactics, the reader may forget that 
such precocity ten pretty improbable. Given 
few more years, this amazing little financier and human 
relations expert would have been more believable. One 
hates quibble when author moves cleaner 
atmosphere, but must pointed out that the easy 
hour half-nonsense this story offers entertainment 


teen age level. 
Kathleen 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Roeder, William (Ed.) 
Dictionary European History 
Philosophical Library, 1954. 316p. $6.00. 


The Dictionary European History encyclopedic 
account events and personalities from 500 A.D. 
articles are arranged alphabetically, begin- 
ning with Abbot and ending with Zwingli. The editor 
places emphasis modern European history with 
occasional reference the Far and Near East. 


This well written and concise book will invaluable 
ence book, may used accompany any the 
standard high school college texts. 


Dr. Roeder gives greater space political history than 
social economic. That does not mean that has 
neglected the arts sciences. Emphasis biographi- 
cal form leans toward the political and military rather 
than the cultural and scientific. 


Frank Brown, 


University Scranton 


Fitzpatrick, Edward 
The Catholic College the World Today 
June 1954. 269p. $6.00. 


this book have been collected twenty addresses de- 
livered during the past fifteen years the well-known 
Catholic educator, Doctor Edward Fitzpatrick, who 
retired from the presidency Mount Mary 
College Milwaukee. About half them are com- 
mencement addresses which delivered the college 
over which has presided with distinction for quar- 
ter century. 


Because his rich experience during fifty years 
service Catholic Education the author has much 
say fundamental issues which are vital and im- 
portant. For this reason regretted that 
did not use the addresses merely the treasury his 
thoughts and ideas from which could draw the 
materials for book novo. 


Although careful attempt has been made fit the 
addresses together into organized unity under six 
Major topics with introductory statements for each, the 


Bruce. 


Roeder Fitzpatrick Bleiler Carr Russell 


book labors under the handicaps which are inseparable 
from such compilation. There unavoidable repeti- 
tion, certain lack continuity and the inescapable 
impression that you are listening thoughts ad- 
dressed another audience and not the reader. 


However, the book will interest especially those 
engaged the work Catholic Higher Education be- 
cause the stimulating thoughts, challenging ideas and 
forthright Catholicity the author. Its value for the 
preparation education addresses has been greatly 
enhanced good index and especially the wealth 
bold-face sub-headings under each chapter which 
are aptly expressed and quickly spot the various 
thoughts and ideas which are being expressed. 
Edward Stanford, O.S.A., 
Washington 17, 


Bleiler, Everett and Dikty, 

Best Science Fiction Novels, 1954 
Fell, 1954. 317p. $3.50. 
Since 1952 Bleiler and Dikty have been anthologizing 
short novels novellas which have appeared science 
fiction magazines during each year. The only unity 
theme this year’s selections diversity and the edi- 
tors call typology the story types that make 
Trepp tell heterogeneous group transported sud- 
denly another dimension where they find themselves 
children’s pets and their escape. 
Crossen tells the exploits atavistic professor who 
sent from Earth where there crime lie 
Aldebaran where skulduggery virtue. not only 
takes over Aldebaran but Earth well. Frank Robin- 
son gives the story generations-long space trip 
and the culture which springs the ship. Murray 
Leinster spins story sentimental other worldly be- 
ings honeymoon who interfere human affairs 
save Earth couple from disaster. Philip Dick 
tells tale robot war which ends extermination 
for humanity. The stories are competently done and 
may may not the best the year but the subject 
matter some them makes them recommendable 
only for adults. 


Carr, Robert 
Dell, 1954. 223p. $0.25. 


Four short stories one author include rocket trip 
beyond the speed light which reverses the process 
aging, guided space trip man Venus whose 
population totally female, the first landing Mar- 
tians and subsequent negotiations both sides the 
Iron Curtain and mutation story which super 
race appears. The first three are well done. Because 
the matter some the stories the book suitable 
only for adults. 


Beyond Infinity 


Russell, Fric 
Fantasy, 1954. 249p. $3.00. 


Nine science-fiction stories from the pen this British 
engineer have been gathered into the present book. 
The stories deal with such topics the origin man 
colonization from another planet, the final repulse 


Deep Space 


tool the colonization another planet, clown 
psychologist prevent mental crackups the crew 
during long spacetrip, aliens protecting their planet 
from human exploitation assuming the forms 
fairies enticing space ship’s crew into oblivion, 
and others equally fascinating. Several the shorter 
tales depend upon ingenious gimmicks. All are well 
written and are definitely cut above the average 
this field. Because the subject matter the book 
suitable for adults. 


Hull, Mayne Planets for Sale 


Fell, 1954. 192p. $2.75. 

One science-fiction’s few female writers has strung 
together series incidents the career entre- 
preneur who deals planets and systems 
mines and railroads and factories one world. She 
tells the story Artur Blord, fantastic the 
Ridge Stars, galaxy where all rules are off except for 
those business practice. narcotics, 
sex, brute force, lies any means hand are used 
world “dog eat dog” and Artur Blord remains top 
dog because uses all those means plus incredible 
wit, fantastic memory and series convenient 
scientific gadgets brought out order his all-female 
science bureau. With the help his organization, 
especially Evana, his secretary, overcomes the other 
big operators, defeats cabal evil scientists and 
finally routs the Skal, malevolent non-human entity, 
thus making the Ridge Stars safe for humanity. 


Because the subject matter the book can recom- 
mended one. 


REPRINTS 


Tucker, Wilson The Long Loud Silence 


Dell, 1954. 192p. $0.25. 

Corporal Russell Gary, caught binge the wrong 
side the Mississippi, when the eastern third the 
United States was destroyed A-bombing 
plague, lived combination murder and looting 
the hope the barricaded and guarded 
river safety and human society. Eventually did 
cross only contaminate the area with plague and 
hunted back the wilderness where continued 
survive against hope. 


Written quite realistically, the book suitable for 
adults but deserves great recommendation. 


Robinson, Henry Tale Two Lovers 
Pocket Books, Inc. Aug. 1954. $0.25. 


reprint the book published Harcourt, Brace 
Co. September, 1945, under the title, The Perfect 
Round, this novel should welcomed pocket-book 
buyers. The author The Cardinal, published several 
years later, proves himself this early novel worth- 
while fictioneer. somewhat fantastic, but pur- 
poseful story shell-shocked war veteran who sets 
out rehabilitate himself returning rebuild 
old, brokendown merry-go-round the legendful Hud- 
son Valley. The restoration the carousel will, 


Hull Tucker Robinson Crosby Golden Haycox Gardner Clarke 


SELLERs 


feels, make his life again perfect round.” The char- 
acters the pegleg ex-Sergeant World War the 
girl and the orphaned boy, Tink, with 
number others well realized; well the literate, 
tender and humorous style the writer make this 
better than average pocket-bock. 


Crosby, Bing Call Lucky 
Pocket Books, Inc. Aug. 1954. $0.35. 

John Coppinger, (Best Sellers, vol. 13, no. Aug. 
1953), judges this “relatively shallow but delightfully 
entertaining biography the book reflects the per- 
sonality its subject; carefree, optimistic, humorous”; 
and asks, “What more could one ask for hammock 
reading.” 


Golden, Francis Leo Tales for Salesmen 
Pocket Books, Inc. Aug. 1954. $0.25. 


tired and frayed collection weary pleasantries, not 
lubricious raucous the title might imply, but 
mostly limp from much wear. They seem 
been gathered from and for the use speakers 
“company dinners,” where employers patronizingly fra- 
ternize with employees. Doctor Golden has made 
something career such joke clipping. His taste 
indiscriminate. Not even worth two bits. 


Haycox, Ernest Murder the Frontier 
Pocket Books, Inc. Aug. 1954. $0.25. 


Ernest Haycox has long been sound and sane writer 
Westerns. This collection nine short stories com- 
bining horse-opera with whodunit appeared originally, 
one time, Collier’s (June, 1931 February, 
1942) and were hard-cover bound Little, Brown 
February, 1953. Good reading, well worth the quarter. 


* 


Gardner, Erle Stanley The Takes Chance 
Pocket Books, Inc. Aug. 1954. $0.25. 


harm done reprinting another the 
cated plottings which pit Madison City’s young (peren- 
nially so) district attorney, Doug Selby, 
perennial rival, Carr, who never loses case ex- 
cept Doug Selby. This was Saturday Evening Post 
serial, July-September, 1948, and was book issued 
William Morrow, October, 1948, with the Detective 
Book Club giving another printing the following 
month. 


Clarke, Arthur The Exploration Space 
Pocket Books, Inc. Aug. 1954. $0.35. 


When originally published Harper Brothers, Dr. 
Joseph Harper’s review Best Sellers, (vol. 12, no. 
July 15, 1952), reported the book: “For those, scien- 
tist and non-scientist alike, who wish speculate about 
space travel beyond our small corner the Universe 

and for those who wish learn about the 
lems and difficulties faced space travel, this 
from the original publication are included. 
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